and we find him a Fellow of his college and
Master of the Grammar School attached to it, as
well as Bursar, in 1498. It is very probable that
the foundations which Wolsey has left at Oxford as
memorials to himself were made at least in partial
gratitude for the honours he achieved there.

One result of his being a star of the University
in his own day is that much of his career there
is accessible ; but Wolsey was so strangely the
object of malice and cloudy romance that legends
go back to his very birth ; and his Oxford career
is certainly not exempt from them. One such
" legend/' if legend it be, is more substantial
than most, and, as it throws much light upon
events that were to follow in the crisis of his
power, may be retold briefly. Wolsey was or-
dained priest in 1498, and within a year of that
event he was requested to resign the bursary of
Magdalen for spending the college funds, without
the leave of the college authorities, upon the
erection of Magdalen Tower. The account-book
is missing, so that the truth of the tradition can
never be verified ; and, although Bishop Creigh-
ton rejects the story on the ground that the tower
was completed " in the year that Wolsey became
Bursar,"1 it has been retorted by Professor
Pollard that there is no reason why Wolsey should
not have anticipated college authority in order
to discharge8 the debt. Moreover, so impartial

1 Bishop Creighton, Cardinal Wolsey, p. 19.

2 A. F. Pollard, Wolsey, p. 12 (note),
Bw